.
This should be mentioned here and the conclusion section. I believe it does not degrade the analysis of this study and help to avoid too much damaging the pedigree PIOMAS data.
*As the reviewer pointed out, the definition of the ESS is crucial for our conclusion.
To take care of this point, we have added the following sentence as follows; "From the difference map of the climatological SIT between TOPAZ4 reanalysis data and PIOMAS output, the TOPAZ4 SIT is thicker near the coastal region with 50 cm (Fig. 1c) , although the SIT in the offshore region is underestimated. These positive and negative biases are compensated each other and thus the mean bias of the TOPAZ4 SIT is 21 cm in July, which is smaller than those in winter (Table 3) Thus, we have appropriately revised the corresponding sentence as follows; "It is interesting that the prediction skill of SIT in early summer remains 0.9 at the lead times longer than 4 days (Fig. 7a) , despite the poorer prediction skill… (Fig. 7b) .
" (Lines 404-406)
In addition to this revision, we have removed the related sentence in section 6 (Lines 525-527). 
